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R. L. O':Jzer Date r:iay 13 > 1981 
L. E. B-J.rL"''n 
R. L. Doe:m 
v. P. Fqyes 
J. D. Secor AnsN?.nng letter da~~ 
,.., H. VanDenJI_l11eele c. 

Su!:l)~ct Soecia l Llnde Tasl-: Force Repo:t 
R. J. Conkling 

On Thursday> .April 30 ~ 1981, a meeting of the Special LL"1de Task Force r.·ras hsld 
in t--re'.'i Yod: chaired by fv]r. R. J. Conkl111g. 

In at tsndance \•Jere I'':essrs. 
Secor and R. vi. D2geD.c"'iart . 
portions of the r0eetlng. 

B. L. :COar1.> V. P. Ii.?yes> E. H. VanDenA.;:;:;ele_, J. D. 
Dr. S. D. Austln .:md f'ir. R. G. Ha11.lon also atter.ded 

Ilir. Secor has i·rci-cten a merr,ora"1durn (copy attached) sumn.arizing actions taken 
ar~ conclusions reached on the six cc~rr~tments r.3de regarding the radioac-clvity 
J..ssue at 1'on2Y:Iar:da. Iib. Secor's rneiTlo covers very \•Jell v:i.rtually all the sub­
Jects dJ..scussed at the rr:eetLl!g. T.r1e comments below refer only to topics not 
C'cddressed i 11. h~Ls F'2'"1J • 

I'lr. D:Ja.n co:::1tinJeS to pu.csue the obta.ming of employee records fro:-;1 the govern­
ment for those E-'iployees 1;ho I!Orked on the f>Lqrul--Jattan Project at Tork.:.~;arda. 
'L.'1ese records are r:eeded to :Ldentify li1 \'ihich department and which job classj­
ficatJ..on a p2..rt2.cular eGployee \•Jorked> foe how lor>~> employee's 2.g;e > etc. 
'Tills m.fo:rr11.at1on is essentlal to our mortality study. 

Tne possibllity of obtaJ..Iung rei_rrbursement from th-:: goverrment for son·1e or all 
of the Fork involved in the various tmdertakings at Tonm-Tancla connected ;,-iith 
the r:'2.nhattan ProJect i·ias dlscussed. r-r.r. Doan is pursm.ng the subJect of f:i.r1.an­
clal assistcmce frorr1 the govenm·ent for clocm-up costs of those areas recorrrr:.e~ded 
for action by the Depar·~~,:ent of Energy. Lcglslation is needed before goverr:rrent 
funding beco;:;es a reallty. fr. Doa_,'l. feels> at best, the possibilities of the 
governrnent payifl_g for the rrDrtallty study or other parts of ou..r prog,r'C.J.'TI are very 
questionable. 

I agreed to contact I·t.~. R. J. Klotzbach at the Niagara Palls r.r:etals Pla11.t to 
inqulre 1·1h:::ther Niagara intends to notify ewployees 1·1ho worked on the Ear.hattan 
ProJect at Nlagara Falls they may have been exposed to radioactive n:::>terials. 
r·::r. Klotzbach adv:Lses ~Jlagaca h.as no plans to do so at present. 

R1 ·ID I rn.J b 
Attachment 
bee Dr. S Austll1 

R. C. P:lnlon 
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INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 

LINDE DIVISION ·~ 2l0 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK NEW YOSK 100. 

To (Name} Hs. s. D. Aust1.n Dare Hay 12, 1981 
Hr. L. J Berolatt1. OlvtsJon 

Locarwn J Hr R w. Degenhart On!::nnat1ng Dept Comc.-nun1.ca t 1.ons 
Floor Number 

Copy co 

cc. 

Hr. R. L. 
Hr. v. P. 
Hr. E. w 

Hr. R. J. 

Do an 
Hayes 
Van den Ameele 

Conkllng 

Floor Number 

Answeflng Jeerer dare 

SubJeCt 

5 

Progress Report: Spec1.al 
L1nde Task Force 

Here 1.s a copy of the completed Progress Report. As we agreed earl1.er~ 
th1.s w1.ll be used as the response to answer quer1.es from the press. 

JDS:cmv 
Att. 

n . J \__, / ~ !.' //:;_,t ·1--v-'- -· 
/--J . / 

I J. D. Secor 
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TO: R. D. Kennedy DATE: May 12, 1981 
I 

FROM: R. J. Conkling SUBJECT: Spec1al L1nde Task Force 
Report 

cc: R. L. Baker 
J. R. Clark 
J. R. MacLean 

Th1s memo summar1zes the progress made and conclusions reached to date by the 
Spec1al L1nde Task Force with respect to the 6-po1nt program we announced to 
the public follow1ng the release of the January 29, 1981 report to the New 
York State Assemoly Task Force on Tox1c Substances. 

1. Work w1th the Department of Energy to have the wells further examined. 

Act1ons: 

a. As reportea earl1er, two wells were dr1lled adjacent to orig1nal 
wastewater wells used 1n conjunctlOn w1th the Manhattan ProJect. 
Dr1ll1ng was completed dur1ng the f1rst week 1n March. Both wells are 
150 feet deep, the approx1mate depth of the or1g1nal wastewater wells. 

b. So1l and rock samples were taken at 10-foot 1ntervals dur1ng the 
drill1ng and water samples were taken at four levels start1ng at 85 
feet down to 150 feet. At the d1rect1on of the Depart~ent of Energy, 
the so1l samples were sent to Oak R1dge Assoc1ated Univers1t1es and 
the sol1ds from the water samples were sent to Argonne National 
Laborator1es for independent test1ng of rad1at1on levels. 

c. Samples were also removed from wells of two nearby companies; samples 
from one of these wells were subjected to our tests as well as those 
of Argonne Nat1onal Laborator1es; samples from the other well were 
tested by the company own1ng the property. 

d. The newly dr1lled wells are cased and w1ll be ma1nta1ned to allow 
future sampling. 

Conclus10ns: 

a. In1t1al test1ng by the two 1ndependent laboratories, as d1rected by 
the DOE, reveals no rad1ation levels above normal oackground. 
Long-term tests are 1n progress to assure that in1t1al f1nd1ngs are 
totally valld. 

b. Our test1ng, and that of our ne1ghbor1ng company, 1nd1cates no 
rad1at1on levels above normal background. 

c. No furtner act1on required at th1s t1me. 
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Examine test borings done on the property and share the oata withlthe 
Department of Energy. 1 

Act1ons: 

a. Seven test bor1ng samples, removed from var1ous locations on the 
property dur1ng a two-year period from 1976-1978, were examined 1n our 
own fac1l1tles. 

b. Results of these tests were supplied to the DOE. 

Conclus1ons: 

Tests on the bor1ng samples showed no rad1at1on above background level. 
No further act1on requ1red. 

3. Rev1ew all employee health records (Tonawanda Manhattan Project personnel). 

Act1ons: 

Employee records, 1nclud1ng health records, to the extent that they exist, 
are be1ng collected from our act1ve f1les, our archives, and from the 
Federal government. 

Conclus1ons: 

S1nce the DOE has 1nd1cated 1ts 1ntent to rev1ew health records of all 
Manhattan Project employees, we have decided not to dupl1cate their work. 
We w1ll use the health records only to supplement other records in 
co~p1l1ng all necessary data for an ep1dem1ology study. 

4. Perform an ep1dem1ology study. 

Actlons: 

a. We have dec1ded to conduct a mortal1ty study that w1ll analyze the 
mortality experience of the workforce over a 40-year period to 
determ1ne whether any spec1fic occupat1onal health hazards can be 
ident1f1ed. The data requirements and analyt1cal procedures are being 
developed for th1s study. 

b. Two external ep1demiolog1sts -- one from the Univers1ty of P1ttsburgh 
and the other from N=w York Uuvers1ty -- have been engaged as 
1ndependent consultants and have rev1ewed the research proposal for 
the study. 

Conclusions: 

The study w1ll requ1re that aata on about 20,000 employees be collected, 
coded and tabulated before the evaluat1on phase can beg1n. F1nal results, 
therefore, w1ll not be ava1lable unt1l 1983, wh1ch 1s the normal t1me 
frame to complete a comprehens1ve study of th1s magn1tude. 
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t Assure that all employees (Niagara Front1er) assoc1ated with the l}lanhattan 
ProJect are 1nformed that they were work1ng w1th rad1oact1ve mater1als to 
wh1ch tney may have been exposed. 

Act1ons 

From our records, we have ident1f1ed the names (and correspond1ng social 
securlty numbers) of about 800 Tonawanda employees engaged 1n working on 
the Manhattan ProJect. 

Concluswns: 

Immed1ately following comp1lat1on of addresses from our records and 
government sources, notif1cat1on will take place 1n the form of a letter 
addressed to each employee. 

6. Cont1nue to work w1th state and federal off1c1als to det~rm1ne what action 
1s necessary regard1ng the ult1mate d1spos1t1on of the res1dual radlo­
actlVlty from the former Ceram1cs Plant bu1ld1ngs and associated so1ls. 

Action: 

Much 1n the way of correspondence, telephone conversations and personal 
v1s1ts has taken place between our management at Tonawanda and the 
appropr1ate off1c1als 1n the DOE, the1r FUSRAP (Formerly Util1zed Sites 
Remed1cal Act1on Program) contractor and the State and local government. 

Conclus1ons: 

a. Representat1aves of FUSRAP w1ll visit Tonawanda on May 18. The 
purpose of the1r v1s1t 1s to quantify the remedial work necessary to 
remove prev1ously 1dent1f1ed low level rad1oact1ve soil and debr1s. 

b. DO~ off1c1als w1ll v1s1t-Tonawanda somet1me later in May. The purpose 
of that v1s1t w1ll be to f1nal1ze plans for further 1nvest1gative 
stud1es by DOE with respect to the res1dual effect of low level 
raa1oact1ve l1qu1d waste d1sposal dur1ng the Manhattan ProJect. These 
stud1es are to be conducted on the s1te and 1n certa1n areas 
1mmed1ately surround1ng the Tonawanda site. 

c. We w1ll make available to both teams as much of our resources as they 
require to successfully ach1eve the1r obJeCtlves. 

R. J. Conkllng 

RJC:cmv 
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